2018 Theme “Journey On”
Isaiah 30:21 Whether you turn to the right or the left,
your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, “this is
the way; walk in it!”
THANK YOU! – To all our campers, cottage families, visitors, and concert attendees for another incredible year
at the Conference Grounds! We have truly experienced
God’s limitless faithfulness, love, and grace (our cottages continue to be used year around, a full campground
from June to the end of August, fantastic concert attendance, a great spring and fall season of retreats, and
family outings). It has been an amazing year of blessings from God and his children. We are reminded each
day of Ephesians 3:20 – “Now all glory to God, who is
able, through his mighty power at work in us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or imagine!”
As we look forward to 2018 and the great things that
will take place in the coming year, the Conference
Grounds will continue its family mission (68 years) with
the theme “Journey On”. We all hear God’s still small
voice guiding and directing each day in the scriptures
that we read, through prayers, and His spirit working in
our hearts and minds guiding us in our daily living saying, “ this is the way; walk in it!” It’s our hope and prayer
that each of us will take the time to listen to God’s voice
daily. We are His children and He desires only the best
for us as we follow His path for our daily life!
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Youth Ministry Summer Reflections
by Sarah Scott, Youth Ministry Leader

Happy Fall! It seems crazy to write those words...how has
another summer possibly come and gone already?! Summer
2017 was one for the books. We inducted another 24 people
into the infamous Polar Bear Club, we accidently dyed our hair
during color wars, and we found ourselves asking “what even is
this?!” during Messtival. Let’s not forget the times we eagerly awaited
the Waa Master to make an appearance, we prayed against injury at slip-nslide kickball, and collected countless amounts of cardboard for boat races in
Lake Michigan. The Conference Grounds is definitely a place where there is no
shortage of fun.
In addition to all the games and laughter, it was an incredible summer of building relationships with each other and God. Each week we looked at a different
“limitless” attribute of God: his power, healing, and light to name a few. We
were blessed with an amazing youth team who poured their hearts into planning lessons for our Middle and High School Real Life time and made Biblical
truths and stories come to life through skits, re-tellings in the “story corner,”
and sharing their own personal illustrations. Another highlight of morning Real
Life was time spent worshipping through song, led by our gifted team. The
name of the Lord was praised in the Activity Center this summer!
We were blessed to have Cara Maat join us for Middle School Week and Marshall Weil and Samuel Ortega for High School Week. Their leadership, lessons,
and talent brought new perspectives and made for some unforgettable weeks.
Now that summer is over, it’s on to the next thing! For me personally, the next
thing was a wedding! I married Luke Scott on September 15 (at the Grounds, of
course). Luke loves the Conference Grounds and already is involved in many
aspects of the ministry here! Autumn also means LOTS of pickleball! Our Activity
Center is used every day of the week for sports, youth groups, and family events.
We are also planning our first ever CG Winter Weekend, a weekend retreat just
for Middle and High Schoolers! And of course we are already planning for
next summer...it’s going to be good! Until then, keep in touch on Instagram
@CGRealLife. We are so grateful for every one of our campers and excited
to see you again!

Winter Weekend

High School Color Wars

Middle and High Schoolers - join us
for our first ever Winter Weekend!
Come with your youth group, friends,
or individually for 2 nights of worship,
teaching, and fun! Our theme this
year is OVERWHELM, and we will be
talking about the overwhelming love,
grace, and forgiveness of Christ. Meals
and cottage lodging are included! For
more information or to register, call
the Grounds at 616.842.4478, email
youthministry@crcg.org, or visit us on
Facebook or at www.crcg.org.
When: Friday, February 9 at 7pm to Sunday, February 11 at 10am
Cost: $65 if you register before 12/31. $75 for registrations after 12/31. If you come
with a youth group, you get one leader registration for free with every seven
students!

Middle School Messtival Tug of War

Middle School Week Pool Party
CLIP OUT AND RETURN

2018 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION – $35.00
Please register me as a member of the Christian Reformed Conference Grounds for this calendar year. My annual membership fee of $35.00 is enclosed. I am in full agreement with, and will
support, the basis and the purpose of the Christian Reformed Conference Grounds as stated in its Constitution and By-Laws.
Name (Please Print) ________________________________________________________________________
Signature ______________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip __________________________________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail ________________________________________________________________________________
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Your canceled check will be your receipt. We deeply appreciate your support
and participation. Your membership entitles you to all the rights and privileges
granted to all members.
Send to: CHRISTIAN REFORMED CONFERENCE GROUNDS
12253 Lake Shore Dr., Grand Haven, MI 49417
Phone (616)842-4478 • Email: ministry@crcg.org • www.crcg.org

Special Needs Week 2018
Special Needs Week

Senior Serve Week
Mini Golf Tournament

Senior Serve Weeks
June 16-23
Join us for another fun and exciting week for all our special needs children and
their families! Each special needs camper (age 5 and up) receives a one-on-one
volunteer mentor for approximately 6 hours a day throughout the week. Activities are planned throughout the day, such as Bible School or Youth Group in the
morning, craft and game time in the afternoon, and evening activities such as
square dancing, Special Olympics, wagon rides, and ending with a Friday night
talent program that will bring tears to your eyes, and JOY to your heart! If you
haven’t experienced this awesome week as a camping family (even if you don’t
have a special needs child) please register! YOU WILL BE BLESSED!

Special Needs Registration
1 S pecial Needs registration will be by MAIL ONLY from Friday, December 8 to
Thursday, December 14, 2017. Registration form and deposit must be in
the envelope plus a bio on your special needs child (see item #6 below).
2 All mail received will be chosen by lot on December 15, 2017 and the first 54
special needs families with participating children will be registered.
3 Special needs campers who are living at home with their families will be
given priority.
4 Special needs campers who were on the wait list from the previous year and
have submitted their registration request by mail (December 8-14, 2017) will
be registered first.
5 Registrations above our 54 limit will be placed on a wait list.
6 Please include a Bio on your special needs child (age, special need, physical
capabilities, living at home, t-shirt size). This helps us with matching your
child to a volunteer.
7 Support families may be registered with your registration (include their registration form and deposit in your mailing envelope) and will be registered
after the 54 special needs families.

High School or College Students - Volunteer Opportunity
Are you a high school or post-high young adult interested in being part of a
very rewarding week? It’s an opportunity to build a lifelong relationship that
will pay dividends more than you can even imagine. We especially need more
guy applications! If you are interested please contact: Tammy Kaptein 616 6672271 or Mike Perton (616 842-4478).

Special Needs Financial Support
This week is truly a highlight of the year for the special needs campers and
volunteers and a life-changing experience for many! For some, it is their only
chance for a family vacation! The week is funded by individual donations,
volunteer support donations, and our talent night program offering! If you
are able to contribute financially to this incredible week, your tax-deductible
contribution would be very much appreciated. Please send your contribution
to the Christian Reformed Conference Ground and write Special Needs Week
donation. We also covet your faithful prayer support! Please be a prayer partner with us as we plan for this special week that all of the campers and volunteers would receive a blessing, and that God’s loving spirit will touch the lives
of the special needs children, volunteers, and our campers!

2018 Theme “Journey On”
The Conference
Grounds has
a great opportunity for
you this 2018
spring season! Seniors,
we welcome
you to two great
weeks in the Spring,
May 8 to 11 and May
29 to June 1 for a great time
of fellowship, spiritual refreshment
(praise time / Bible study), sharing some excellent
food, and the opportunity to help the Grounds prepare for the camping season
(cleaning, plant flowers, landscaping). We would love to have you join us for
one or both of these great weeks or you may come for just the day as we use
our God given talents to help the Grounds ministry! Please consider setting
time aside for a very enjoyable time to serve as many of our faithful seniors
are not able to join us anymore. Give us a call if you would like to join us. Cottages or campsites are available at no cost and meals are provided while you
bless the Grounds with your abilities!

Senior Serve Weekly Schedule 2018
Week #1 Tuesday, May 8 to Friday, May 11 - Pastor Gerry Heyboer
Week #2 Tuesday, May 29 to Friday, June 1 - Pastor Al Jongsma
No Fall Senior Serve Week - With Mike Hiking the Appalachian Trail

Supporting Churches
Offerings Received from April 1, 2017 to October 31, 2017
The Conference Grounds ministry is very thankful for our supporting churches
and are grateful that so many families view the Grounds ministry worthy of their
tithes and offerings. We have been blessed so that we may be a place for both
spiritual renewal and physical refreshment for families of all ages! We appreciate your gifts and ask that you keep the ministry of the Grounds in your prayers!
Providence CRC – Grand Rapids
First CRC – Hudsonville
Coopersville CRC – Coopersville
North Blendon CRC – Hudsonville
Calvin CRC - Holland

Immanuel CRC – Hudsonville
Forrest Grove CRC – Hudsonville
Borculo CRC – Zeeland
Maranatha CRC – Holland

CRCG Christmas Gift Ideas!
Looking for a great Christmas gift for your children, parents, grandparents, or a
friend? The Conference Grounds has gift certificates for cottages, camping, a
weekend retreat, sweatshirts, long or short sleeve t-shirts, or gift certificates to
use in the store next summer. We can mail gift certificates or apparel to your
home and payment can be made by check or credit card over the phone. Great
gifts for your families and friends and at the same time blessing the Conference
Grounds ministry. It is a win/win situation!! Thank you for considering!
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2018 Camping Weekly Schedule
& Registration
2018 Camping Weekly Schedule
Memorial Day Weekend May 25-28
Dave Mosterd – Holland Christian Schools
X-Week Camping June 2-9
No Adult Bible Study or Children’s Bible school
Limited Activities & Store / Pool Hours
June 9-16 Orientation/Start of Summer Week
Kevin Koeman – Holland Christian Schools
Adult Bible Study, Real Life, Bible School Thursday and Friday only
Limited Activities & Store / Pool Hours
Week 1 – June 16-23 Special Needs Week
Pastor Paul DeVries – Brookside CRC, Grand Rapids
Week 2 - June 23-30 Family Week #1
Pastor Kent Rottman – Lee St CRC, Wyoming
Week 3 – June 30-July 7 Fourth of July Week
Pastor Jerry Vreeman – LION Ministries, Colorado Springs, CO
Week 4 - July 7-14 Children’s Week #1
Pastor CJ den Dulk – Trinity CRC, Sparta
Week 5 - July 14-21 Middle School Week
Pastor James Karsten – Cascade CRC
Week 6 - July 21-28 High School Week
Pastor Curt Walters – Covenant CRC, Cutlerville
Week 7 - July 28 – Aug 4 Praise and Music Week
Dr. Dale Cooper - Calvin College – Calvin Institute of Christian Worship
Week 8 – August 4-11 Adventure Week
Pastor Brian Bosscher – Hillcrest CRC, Hudsonville
Week 9 - August 11-18 Fine Arts Week
Dr. Jeff Fisher – Kuyper College, Grand Rapids
Week 10 - August 18-25 Children’s Week #2
Pastor Cory Nederveld – First CRC Grand Haven
Week 11 - August 25 to September 1 – End of Summer Senior Week
Pastor Don VanSlyke - Baldwin Street CRC
Labor Day Weekend – September 1-3
Pastor Gregg DeMey – Elmhurst CRC, Elmhurst, IL
October 24-28 Family Fall Harvest Festival
Zach Segaar-King – Resonate Global Missions

Fall Harvest Festival
Pumpkin Picking

2018 Registration
We will start cottage registration on Saturday, January 6 and camping
registration on Saturday, January 13, beginning at 7:00 am. The process will be
a walk-in and then selecting two mail-ins and then a walk-in and two mail-ins
and so on until the end of registration on each respective Saturday (2 pm for
cottages - January 6 / 5 pm for camping - January 13). We will start accepting
phone reservations, emails, and additional walk-ins for cottage and camping
reservations after all the mail received prior to their respective registration day
has been processed (Monday, January 8 for cottages and Monday, January 15
for camping). We will accept mail registrations for cottages starting December
18, 2017 and for camping on December 26, 2017. The mail will be reviewed
(checked for accuracy & deposit), numbered, and organized for drawing by lot
on their respective registration days.
VERY IMPORTANT TO MAIL IN YOUR REGISTRATION REQUEST!
Special Needs Registration - December 15, 2017 – Mail Only
(Special Need and Support Families Only!)
Mail will be accepted beginning December 8th to 14th.
Mail received will be chosen by lot on Friday, December 15, 2017
Cottage Registration - Saturday, January 6, 2018
Registration will start at 7:00 AM and end at 2 PM
(Last year most of the cottages were reserved by 9:00 AM)
Camping Registration - Saturday January 13, 2018
Registration will start at 7:00 AM and end at 5:00 PM
Please read and review registration guidelines enclosed!
Registration Day Guidelines
Registration Format:
A. Walk-in B. Mailing (By Lot) CHOOSING TWO
We ask for your patience and prayers as we plan and prepare for
the 2018 registration process! We are blessed to have so many
families that enjoy camping at the Conference Grounds and we
are grateful for your support!
We will send out cottage confirmation notices by
Monday, January 8, and camping notices by
Wednesday, January 17!

Fine Arts Week
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Camping Rates - 2018

Camping & Cottage Rates 2018

MEMBERSHIP FEE: Annual $35 will be added to all rates
except for Memorial Day, Labor Day Weekend and Spring
& Fall camping seasons.
A-Section Camping - Water Electric & Septic Hook-ups
B&C Sections Camping - Water and Electric ONLY
Spring Camping - May 1 to 24
All Campsites $20 per night or $100 per week!
Memorial Day Weekend Camping May 25-28
A Section (Electric, Water, Septic):$120.00 weekend ($40 /Night)
B/C Section (Electric, water): $105.00 for weekend ($35 /Night)
Summer Camping Rates – June 2 to September 3
X- Week – June 2-9 & Orientation Week June 9-16
A - Section $35.00 per Night or $150 for the Week
B/C - Sections $30.00 per Night or $125.00 for the Week
Weeks 2 to 9 - June 23 to August 18, 2018
A - Section $315.00 for the Week ($45 per night)
B/C - Sections $273.00 for the week ($39 per night)
Weeks 1, 10, 11, & Labor Day Weekend September 1-3
A - Section $280.00 for the Week ($40 per night)
B/C - Sections $245.00 for the week ($35 per night)
Fall Camping Rates - September 4 to November 1
Family Fall Harvest Festival - October 24-28
A-Section $35 per night or $125 for the 4 nights
B/C Section $30 per night or $100 for the 4 nights
All Remaining Fall Camping Dates
A-Section $20 per night or $100 per week / $300 month
B/C-Sections $20 per night or $100 per week / $250 Month

Cottage Rates 2018

Children’s Week
Outdoor “Drive-in” Movie Night

Letter from the Board of Directors
Camping and Cottage Rates – 2018
We are THANKFUL for another great year! We give thanks to all our campers,
cottage families, and visitors for your support of the Grounds ministry. We see
God’s faithfulness through His children every year. What an awesome God we
serve!
In preparation for the summer of 2018, the CRCG Board of Directors met on
October 12 to review and approve the budget for 2018. This is never an easy
task. We are challenged with rising costs; especially in the areas of healthcare,
liability insurance, utilities, general maintenance, and wages while trying to
keep the cost of camping / cottage rental as affordable as possible for families.
After consideration and prayer the Board has decided on the following changes
for the summer of 2018:
• Increase camping fees - $1 per night for all camping sections: June 23
to August 18: A-Section - $45 night $315/Week B/C Section $39 night
$273 per week

MEMBERSHIP FEE: Annual $35 dollar fee will be added to all rates except for
Memorial Day and Labor Day Weekends and the Fall camping season.

• Discount camping rates for Mem. Day WKD & Weeks 10, 11, & Labor Day WKD

Memorial Day Weekend - May 25-28
Peace/Joy /Happiness/Hope /Faith/Rest/Fellowship/Retreat: $385 Wknd
(3-nights)
Friendship/Haven: $285 Weekend (3-nights)

• Camping weekly rate for X-Week and Orientation Week (June 2 to 16) –
NO change!

Summer Cottage Rates: June 2 to September 3
X- Week – June 2-9 & Orientation Week June 9-16
Peace/Joy/Happiness/Hope/Faith/Rest/Fellowship/Retreat: $700 Week
Friendship/Haven: $500 week
Weeks 1 to 11 June 16 to September 1
Peace/Joy/Happiness/Faith/ Hope/Fellowship/Retreat: $1050.00 Week
Friendship/Haven: $725.00 Week
Labor Day Weekend – September 1-September 3
Peace/Joy/Happiness/Faith/ Hope/Fellowship/Retreat: $285.00 Wknd(2
nights)
Friendship/Haven: $235.00 Wknd (2 nights)

• A-Section - $40 night or $280 per week & B/C Section $35 night or $245 week

• Increase cottage fees - $25 for the large cottages (sleep 8) and $25 for the
small cottages (sleep 4) per week from Memorial Day, May 26, 2017 through
September 9, 2018 and Family Fall Harvest Festival, October 25 to 29, 2018.
• NO change to membership fee – still $35.00!
As a Board, we are committed to managing our operating costs and keeping
our camping and cottage fees as reasonable as possible so families may
continue to enjoy all the Grounds summer activities. PLEASE continue to pray
for guidance for the Board of Directors in the many decisions they have to make
for the Grounds ministry for the next year and the years ahead. We will continue
to seek God’s will and the plan He has for this family ministry!
CRCG Board of Directors

Fall Cottage Rates
Family Fall Harvest Festival - October 24-28
Peace/Joy/Happiness/Faith/ Hope/
Fellowship/Retreat: $485.00 Week
Friendship/Haven: $335.00 Week
Please call the office for additional Fall
Cottage Rates
Children’s Chaulk Art
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Facility & Camping News
You are Invited!
Journey On Banquet & Concert
Saturday, April 28, 2018

Ladies Board News

Punch Bowl: 6:00 pm

Thank you, ladies for another beautiful Ladies Day. We love blessing you on
that day, but really, you are more of a blessing to us. We thank you for another
great attendance and for all your encouraging words. It is truly amazing how
so many get fed spiritually and physically on that day. We thank Robin Dykstra
for sharing her life story, from living a very promiscuous life style to meeting
Jesus as her Savior and learning to trust God even through the deaths of two
husbands.

Dinner: 6:30 pm

Next Summer: Ladies Day will be Wednesday, August 8, 2018.
9:00 am Coffee Time; 10:00am-12:00 Speaker, Praise and Worship
12:00 :Lunch $7; After lunch- tour the Grounds
We look forward to seeing you all again. Praying God’s love on you as you are
so faithful to the CRCG Ministry.
Ladies: We are looking for ladies who would be willing to serve on the Ladies
Board. We meet once a year and at this time only do the Ladies Day in August,
which is 1 ½ days of your time. We would like to get new ideas and insight
regarding how to help raise monies for the CRCG ministry as it continues to
grow. Please be in prayer if God is calling you to help out. You can contact
Brenda 616-403-1489 or Barb 616-437-2515 for more information.

2018 Summer Employment Opportunities
Are you looking to be a part of a fantastic summer ministry team? The
Conference Grounds is seeking team members who are willing to use their gifts
and talents to serve and bless our camping family for the summer of 2018! If
you are interested please contact the Conference Grounds by email- ministry@
crcg.org or calling 616-842-4478 to receive an application. We will begin our
interviewing process in December and have our team in place by March of
2018. It’s a great opportunity to be a part on an awesome ministry team!
Ministry Positions that may be available for the summer of 2018

You are invited to the Christian Reformed Conference Grounds
“JOURNEY ON” banquet and concert on Saturday, April 28, 2018. As we
continue to celebrate God’s faithfulness to the Grounds and strive to
successfully decrease the debt that is owed on the new beach bathhouse
and other improvements that have recently been made, we invite you
to enjoy a delicious dinner, listen to musical performances by several
local artists including Marilyn DeMann, Judy Bouma, Dawn Bouman,
MacKenzie Segard and Casey Huls, and hear about the journey Mike
Perton will begin on July 1!
Mike plans to trek the Appalachian Trail for five months and in doing so,
raising funds – mile by mile – to decrease debt – and Lord willing raising
at least $250,000 as he journeys on! Throughout the summer of 2017,
we have seen how God can do LIMITLESS things through His children!
And now we have an opportunity to join Mike by praying for him and
committing to donate as God has blessed us! For the last 67 years, the
Conference Grounds has been a blessing to families and the community
and by being fiscally responsible for this accrued debt, we believe that
for generations to come, it will continue to be a blessing.
Please consider being a table sponsor for this dinner concert! We
anticipate a full worship center and look forward to having you join us!
Please contact the Conference Grounds, 616-842-4478, to sponsor a
table. We are also looking for a sponsor that will cover the entire cost of
the dinner so that each dollar raised at the banquet will go directly to the
Journey On campaign for debt reduction.
You are more than welcome to contact the Conference Grounds for
additional details, or if you would like to make a reservation to attend the
dinner, we would love to hear from you! Stay tuned for additional details!

1. Certified Lifeguard & Bible School Teacher
2. Restaurant / Store team & Bible School Teacher

Conference Grounds 2018 Wish List!

3. Kitchen Staff & dishwashing

1. Two hand held shure wireless microphones
2. Two boom mic stands
3. Platform (6x8) for our sound system
4. Two additional paddle boards for rental
5. One right side stand and cymbal
6. One Stihl professional grass & weed trimmer
7. Twelve gallon wet/dry vac
8. New Disc golf goals (9)
9. New snow blower for John Deere lawn tractor
10. Stihl gas shrub trimmer

4. Youth Ministry leaders – High School and Middle School
5. Maintenance and Security team members
6. High school students for the Cove team.
The Summer season runs from Memorial Day Through Labor Day

$1,000
$400
$750
$1,500
$250
$300
$200
$1,000
$2,000
$400

Auction 2017
Our Labor Day weekend auction was another huge success! We were again
blessed with donations from companies, businesses, organizations, and
individual donors who have a love for the family ministry of the Grounds. We are
so thankful for everyone who came to bid so generously for cottages, camping,
tools, games, toys, baked goods, furniture and nursery plants and shrubs. The
auction again raised over $54,000 for our children’s & youth ministries and for
debt reduction! We give all the praise to our “Limitless” God!!
Bible School Ministry Team
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Concert Programing

2017/2018 Concert Review
“Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee! How great Thou art, how great
Thou art!” 2017 – a year that was marked with beautiful singing each week by
our concert goers and artists as well. The parking lot was full each Saturday
evening and dinners were well attended, but what really was memorable to
me was the SINGING! It was a challenge to keep playing the piano because the
singing was AMAZING! WOW! To God be ALL the glory!
We kicked off the season with the Voices of Victory Quartet, and we welcomed
a variety of new talent to our stage including Metropolitan Choir of Praise, The
Talleys and Mylon Hayes Family. Special thanks go out to ALL concert attendees
who faithfully attended concerts at the Grounds this summer! Due to your
generous offerings and gifts from our patrons, we were able to completely
cover the cost of our 2017 concert series! Please continue to give generously
so that we can cover costs and keep our concert series going strong for another
year! Give thanks with a grateful heart!
A few special highlights for me included our Special Needs Week concert,
where ALL of the SNW kids and their volunteers were able to be up on stage
and you could actually SEE them from every seat in the new worship center.
You can’t help but be blessed seeing how they love Jesus and worship Him with
their whole heart, soul, mind and strength! I also enjoyed The Brown’s and the
energy they bring when they play their fiddles and violins – it’s contagious! So
many of the groups had simply fantastic harmonies and I hope as you listened
to their praise that you were as blessed as I have been!
For our fall concert, we were blessed by the wonderful music of Brian Free and
Assurance! Brian was probably the most humble and gracious artist that we
had in our concert series for 2017. He was such a blessing to me and those in
attendance. This was our second attempt at a ticketed concert at the Grounds
and because of low ticket sales, we will not host a fall event like that in 2018.
The final events on our 2017 calendar are the Christmas dinner concerts with
renown pianist, Timothy Noble. Once again, both of these events are completely
sold out and just like last year, we eagerly anticipate evenings filled with
Christmas praise as well as delicious food prepared by our kitchen team! And,
a heads up… Timothy will also be coming in concert on Saturday, June 9, 2018.
The CRCG theme for 2018 is “Journey On”! Keep an eye out for 2018 brochure
for updates on concerts and special events that you won’t want to miss! Our
summer concert series kicks off on Memorial Day with the Voices of Victory
Quartet, and we will welcome a variety of new talent to our stage including the
Bontrager Family and New Legacy Project! Check the schedule below and mark
your calendars!

Kings Brass
August 11

2018 Concerts
Sat. April 28, 2018 Journey On Fundraising Dinner/Concert
Mon. May 28, 2018 Voices of Victory
Sat. June 2, 2018 NO CONCERT
Sat. June 9, 2018 Timothy Noble
Sat. June 16, 2018 NO CONCERT
Sat. June 23, 2018 The Singing Hims
Sat. June 30, 2018 The Matthews Brothers
Wed. July 4, 2018 Bontrager Family
Sat. July 7, 2018
NO CONCERT
Sat July 14, 2018
Skylight Quartet
Sat. July 21, 2018 Mark Trammell Quartet
Sat. July 28, 2018 The Taylors
Sat. Aug 4, 2018
NO CONCERT
Sat. Aug. 11, 2018 Tim Zimmerman & the King’s Brass
Sat. Aug. 18, 2018 Hope Heralds
Sat. Aug. 25, 2018 New Legacy Project
Mon. Sept. 3, 2018 John Dykstra Travelogue
Sat. Sept. 15, 2018 HarkUp Old Fashioned Hymn Sing
Sat. Oct. 6, 2018
Burgess Brothers
Fr/Sat Dec 1,2	Christmas Pianos: Kristin Bredeweg
& Kurt VandeSchuur and Friends

I truly have been blessed throughout the season by all the groups and soloists
that have been a part of our worship services as well. Do you know of someone
who might want to share their musical talents with us at the Grounds in 2018?
Please email me (cropdb@sbcglobal.net) or connect with me via Facebook and
I will contact them.
In Christ Alone & so grateful,
Dawn Bouman

Bontrager Family
July 4

IF:Conference Grounds 2018
Join us for a wonderful IF women’s conference at the Conference
Grounds on Friday & Saturday, March 16 & 17, 2018. IF:Gathering 2018
will look at one of Paul’s letters to Timothy as he reminded him of the
power and responsibility of sharing the gospel. We want to give God away
in the very places He’s put us, so we’re going to gather for the purpose of
remembering why following God and making disciples matters. We all get
tired, we all wonder if what we’re doing matters, so IF:Gathering 2018 will
be the reminder – it will be the celebration. The work we’re doing to share
the gospel on the earth is worth it and God DOES move through the little
things that nobody sees. Join us!

Cost is $25 for the conference Friday (6-9:30pm) & Saturday (9am-4pm),
including breakfast and lunch, plus snacks and beverages. Register for
the conference at by calling the Grounds at 616-842-4478, or by emailing
ministry@crcg.org.
All of our cottages are open for you to reserve for IF. The additional cost for
lodging Friday afternoon to Saturday 6pm is $200 for a large cottage (sleeps
5-8) or $125 for a small cottage (sleeps 2-4). Reservations will be taken on a
first come, first served basis.
Bring a friend and drive in or reserve an entire cottage for you and your
friends! We know you will be blessed!
Your IF:Conference Grounds planning team, Sarah Scott, Dawn Bouman,
Brenda Perton, Kristyn Bouws, Diane Wieck
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Facility & Camping News

CRCG Debt Reduction
The Conference Grounds has some ministry debt yet, just over a million dollars!
Our worship center is paid for but we still owe on our new beach bathhouse,
our many infrastructure improvements (septic system, electrical, plumbing,
paved parking spaces, etc), and our cottages. Our bank loans are all paid off
and we are blessed that our remaining debt is with loans from supporting
families. Our goal is to have all our loans paid off by the end of 2020, which
is only four years away! We have been paying off our debt from donations
received for debt reduction and from our operational funds. Based upon the
gifts and donations we have received this year our debt reduction is going to
take longer than we planned on. So… with Board of Director approval, Mr. Mike
is planning a debt reduction fundraising adventure that combines his love for
the Conference Grounds ministry and the outdoors.

Mike’s Appalachian Trail Hike – “Journey On!”
Mike is planning to walk the entire
Appalachian Trail as a thru-hiker starting at
Mt Katahdin, Maine and walking 2,190 miles
southbound to Springer Mt., Georgia. He is
hoping to start on July 1 and complete the
entire trail, 146 days later, on November 22,
2018 (Thanksgiving Day). Mike is hoping to
raise at least $250,000 for debt reduction,
which is the amount set by the Board
of Directors to allow him to be gone for
almost five months. This comes to about
$125 dollars per mile. Mike and Brenda
will be covering all their own expenses for
Mike’s equipment, supplies, food, lodging,
and the occasional shower and washing of
clothes. Brenda will not be hiking the trail
with Mike, something to do with the snakes,
mice, animals, and bugs, but is hoping to visit him while on the trail. Mike will
be in contact with the Grounds throughout the hike via phone, video, and blog
updates on his progress and experiences. It will be an experience and adventure
that hopefully will be a blessing for the Grounds ministry!
All gifts and pledges that are given will go 100% towards debt reduction for the
Grounds ministry. You may sponsor a mile ($125 dollars), pledge an amount
per mile walked, or make a one-time gift to the Grounds ministry for debt
reduction. It is our hope that we can lower our debt by at least $250,000 or
even eliminate our entire debt – Lord willing!!
We ask for your prayers as Mike prepares for this hike, for Brenda as Mike is
away, and the Grounds ministry team as they continue to lead and direct the
Conference Grounds ministry in his absence!

Facility Improvements for 2018
Here are a few of the improvements we are planning to do for next year!
1. B/C Bathhouse improvements – new sinks, countertops, toilet partitions,
shower remodeling!
2. New roof for the main bathhouse!
3. Replace the pool area fencing around the outdoor eating area!
4. Repainting and new furniture in two of our cottages (Peace and Joy are
11 years old & Happiness, Hope, Faith, Rest are 10 years old – hard to believe)!
5. The new picnic pavilion!
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Conference Grounds Ministry Center (What’s Next!)
If you were at the Grounds this summer and stopped in our Sunshine Room or
attended one of Mr. Mike’s forum on Tuesday nights you would have seen some
drawings or heard about the new Ministry Center that the Board of Directors is
proposing for the Grounds ministry. The new ministry center would replace
our current Sunshine Room, kitchen, store, and registration area with a new
facility that would also have some cottage suite type housing (16 units) and
additional meeting facilities. This new building would be a 25 to 30 thousand
square foot building with the cottage suite area being two stories. This facility
is still in the early planning stages and no construction timeframe has been set
by the Board. Construction would not begin until our current debt is paid off
and the majority of funding (almost 5 million dollars) is received. The board will
continue to seek God’s wisdom and guidance as they continue to plan for the
future of the Christian Reformed Conference Grounds!

Blessings of 2017!
When we reflect on the summer of 2017 we were able to see again the blessings
of Gods gifts given through his children. The new kiddie pool was a huge
success throughout the summer season. The children loved playing in the
bigger pool, with the bubblers, the lighthouse spray, and umbrella drip, and
they enjoyed that it was heated. We look forward to many more years of great
fun for the children. Another big hit was our new mini golf course. This past
summer we had over 2,500 children and adults play at least one round and
Mr. Mike is planning on a few improvements for the summer of 2018. We also
added an outdoor gaga ball court and nine square game for families to enjoy.
We give thanks that our Conference Grounds family could enjoy all the new
recreational opportunities.

Picnic Pavilion Update
We are hoping to start construction on the new picnic pavilion this fall. We have
cleared a few trees from its location (between the beach bathhouse and Jubilee
cottage) where our current family picnic area is located. We hope to have our
building permit by the end of November so we can still get the foundation
work and cement pad in before winter sets in. This spring we plan to have it
framed, roofed, and the landscaping completed prior to the summer season.
The pavilion will be 32 by 48 feet and can hold up to 100 people for family and
group picnics, rehearsal dinners, small receptions or a great gathering place for
a family campfire. This new addition was an awesome gift from the estate of
Roger and Louise Brinks, who loved coming to the Grounds and were blessed
by this ministry! We are thankful!!

